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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted as follows: On
rolicall No. 671, “no;” rollcall No. 672, “no;”
rollcall No. 673, “yes;” rollcall No. 674 ‘“yes.”

————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 451

Mr. CRITZ. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that my name be
removed from the list of cosponsors of
H.R. 451.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

————

BUDGET CONTROL ACT OF 2011

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 383 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 383

Resolved, That during further consideration
of the bill (S. 627) to establish the Commis-
sion on Freedom of Information Act Proc-
essing Delays, as amended, pursuant to
House Resolution 375, the further amend-
ment printed in the report of the Committee
on Rules accompanying this resolution shall
be considered as adopted.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California is recognized
for 1 hour.

O 1600

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to my very good
friend, the gentlewoman from Roch-
ester, New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), the
distinguished ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Rules, pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
measure before us.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, as 1
began yesterday, when we launched the
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debate, it was exactly 3 p.m. It’s 4:01 on
Friday, July 29. And as we stand, as I
do, or sit here, as any many of our col-
leagues do, we’re exactly 4 days away
from that August 2 date at which time
the Department of Treasury has cal-
culated that the Federal Government
will run out of money. At that point,
we, as a country, will face impossible
choices about what obligations to de-
fault on first.

As I said, with this August 2 date
rapidly approaching, we know that we
are faced with the potential of running
out of money. We also know that under
that kind of scenario, there are no win-
ners, and there are no losers. We have
a profound responsibility to resolve the
crisis at hand and avert the economic
catastrophe that will come if we do not
join together and find a way to raise
the debt ceiling.

But this looming crisis is not the
fundamental problem. We’re facing this
crisis because of a much larger, much
longer-term problem. The Federal Gov-
ernment spends more than it has. If
you think about it, Madam Speaker,
we don’t have a debt ceiling problem;
what we have is a debt problem. The
former cannot be resolved without ad-
dressing the latter. You can’t address
the debt ceiling issue unless you ad-
dress the debt issue that is before us.
That’s precisely what today’s process
and the amendment that we are put-
ting to the measure that we debated all
day yesterday is all about. And the
rule before us is moving us toward ad-
dressing the root cause of the problem.

We’'re adding another layer of ac-
countability, something that Demo-
crats and Republicans alike regularly
talk about. Accountability is being
added to the plan that Speaker BOEH-
NER is moving forward. With the
amendment that we’re going to con-
sider that this rule will make in order,
the House will proceed with the critical
business at hand. We will pass a bold
and credible plan to rein in our debt
and responsibly avert the crisis that
looms just a few days from now.

It’s extremely unfortunate that this
process has become so lengthy and par-
tisan. I think everyone feels very sad-
dened at the fact that it’s become such
a lengthy and very, very partisan proc-
ess. But Madam Speaker, time is run-
ning out. Today we have the oppor-
tunity to do our work, and with pas-
sage of this measure, we will be moving
the process forward to help avert the
crisis that we potentially face on Au-
gust 2.

When we pass this out, we will send a
measure to the Senate, and as we all
know, this is the only proposal that,
when we pass it today, that will have
passed either House of Congress. We
need to have the support to do that. I
hope very much that while many of my
colleagues who are on the other side of
the aisle may not be supportive of all
the provisions in the Boehner plan, I
hope very much to move the process
forward so that we can ensure that our
constituents get their Social Security
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